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Every one of these ages did believe, and was apparently
justified in believing, that it had reached at last the eternal
verities., even though the truth thus attained, in the case of
Realism, be harsh and somber. It is a disconcerting fact that
these moments of certainty were fleeting. The "organic peri-
ods," far from covering the major part of history, are but a
few luminous points in the confused annals of mankind. These
ages are often called "centuries"} but these centuries never
covered more than a few decades. The Periclean age did not
extend much beyond the personal rule of Pericles. The me-
dieval dream of a City of God on this earth was soon shattered:
pope against emperor, pope against king, pope against pope,
Leo X died in 1521: six years later, the sack of Rome tragically
and permanently obscured the splendor of the Italian Renais-
sance. The "Century of Louis XIV" began with the accession
of the king to personal power in 1661; it was over with the
death of Colbert in 1683, or w^k tihe Revocation of the Edict
of Nantes in 1685. The realistic synthesis did not triumph until
the collapse of the Romantic Revolution of 18485 by 1880,
certainly before 1890, Realism was on the defensive in every
domain.

Epochs of organic unity are few and brief; the long intervals
"between them are "times out of joint": science at odds with
religion, the social order not in keeping with the political sys-
tem, art unable to express itself in the terms of its own day.
The impressive harmony of the great ages is so precarious only
because it never was absolute, nor even perhaps profound.
When a conqueror enters a city, he may be hailed by enthusi-
astic throngs. But his opponents are overawed, not destroyed;
the masses shout for him, because they would invariably shout
for the victor; his own partisans are ready to carp and to squab-
ble; disillusion begins on the very day of apparent triumph.
So it goes when the conqueror is, not an individual, but a prin-
ciple. Every great movement is a chance coalition; the various
elements that fought under the same flag are expecting incom-
patible things from their common victory. The Neo-Classical